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and the P4 Glyph on Tortuguero Monument 6 
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The results of a visit to the Carlos Pellicer Museum on March 28, 2011 

to examine Tortuguero Monument 6.  Includes new photographs by 

the author. © 2011. This research published at The Center for 2012 

Studies. http://thecenterfor2012studies.com     

 

 
 

In March of 2011 I was able to examine Tortuguero Monument 6 and succeeded in 

resolving questions about two different glyph areas of the inscription (see Figure 1 

below). The task was a difficult undertaking, and began as an extraordinary proposition, 

because the Carlos Pellicer Museum in Villahermosa experienced a flood in 2007, has 

been undergoing renovations, and Monument 6 has been in storage since then. The 

museum is currently closed. The prospect of examining this important monument and 

resolving these questions was fortunately supported by Shannon Kring-Buset of 

http://thecenterfor2012studies.com/
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Wildheart Vision Films, and was officially approved and facilitated by the directors of 

the Carlos Pellicer Museum. 

 

Joining me at the museum on March 28 was Maya scholar Christopher Powell, resident 

of Villahermosa and author of research into Maya archaeoastronomy, astronumerology, 

and calendrics. It was a typical sweltering day in the Gulf Coast region of Tabasco state 

and the museum was not air-conditioned. The monument had been brought out of storage 

and placed on a table in a large well-lit room, covered in a clean white sheet. As they 

drew back the covering, my initial impression was that it was smaller than I imagined it 

would be. The current state of the monument is incomplete. Two small pieces in the right 

flange were sold at auction, whereabouts currently unknown. The large middle section of 

the central panel of the inscription currently resides in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 

New York City, and can be viewed here. The entire left flange is missing and was never 

documented, as far as current research has shown.   

 
Figure 1. Outline of Tortuguero Monument 6 and the areas of examination: E4 and P4.  

 

It is unknown whether there are archival records of an excavation of the Tortuguero site 

from the time of Monument 6ôs recovery, perhaps including reports and photos. It is 

possible that the left flange, if nicely preserved and probably containing visually 

interesting Introductory Series glyphs, was claimed by someone. It may still reside in one 

of the several private collections in the region ð in Macuspana or Villahermosa. One of 

the missing pieces of the right flange includes part of the bottom portion of the important 

P4 glyph, which reveals the verb-action associated with the 13.0.0.0.0, 4 Ajaw 3 

Kôanôkin period-ending date (December 21, 2012 according to the 584283 GMT 

correlation).  Luckily, most of the P4 glyph-block remains in the existing piece, and 

although photography conditions were not ideal, I secured a good close-up of this glyph-

block. First, Iôd like to address a question that arose during the debate over my Society for 

American Archaeology paper (April 2010) that was sponsored in late 2010 by the Maya 

Exploration Center (see Jenkins 2011; the PDF is here).  

http://www.mayaexploration.org/staff_powell.php
http://www.metmuseum.org/works_of_art/collection_database/all/stela_fragment_with_glyphs/objectview_zoom.aspx?page=4&sort=6&sortdir=asc&keyword=Maya%20&fp=1&dd1=0&dd2=0&vw=1&collID=0&OID=50003107&vT=1&hi=0&ov=0
http://www.mayaexploration.org/pdf/MEC_Facebook_Discussion_2010_Jenkins.pdf
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Lord Jaguarôs Birthday 

 

The importance of the missing and never documented left flange is that with it we could 

ascertain the precise day of Lord Jaguarôs birth. As it is, his birthday can be narrowed 

down to a 5-day range in the following way. A Distance Number partially survives at E4-

F4-E5 in the main panel, and to calculate his birthday we can subtract that DN from the 

known date of his accession in 644 AD.  The 5-day ambiguity stems from part of the Kôin 

portion of the DN (at E4) being chipped off (see Fig. 16 on page 44 of Gronemeyer and 

MacLeod 2010: http://www.wayeb.org/notes/wayeb_notes0034.pdf, and Photo Sequence 

#1 below).  His birthday could thus be one of the following five options:  

 

Kôin portion of DN Resulting tzolkin/haab Resulting birthday (Julian) 

10 (two bars) 12 Ajaw 8 Kôanôkin November 28, 612 AD 

9 (one bar, 4 dots) 13 Imix 9 Kôanôkin November 29, 612 AD 

8 (one bar, 3 dots) 1 Ikô 10 Kôanôkin November 30, 612 AD 

7 (one bar, 2 dots) 2 Akbal 11 Kôanôkin December 1, 612 AD 

6 (one bar, 1 dot) 3 Kan 12 Kôanôkin December 2, 612 AD 

Chart 1. The five possible days of Lord Jaguarôs birth. All dates are Julian. 

 

Because of the width of the surviving vertical bar, and the remaining space to the left of 

it, there is not enough space for more than one additional bar OR 1-4 dots. Similarly, the 

compositional space, running from the surviving bar to the left edge of the monument, 

was clearly intended to be occupied and thus no bars or dots is equally unlikely. See 

Photo Sequence # 1 (below). If one measures the width of the surviving vertical bar and 

places a replica of it to the left, the space is nicely filled to the left edge of the monument, 

allowing for the requisite blank space to the edge as indicated by the border space next to 

the glyphs above and below. This doesnôt prove that a bar was used, because 1-4 dots 

(arranged vertically) would also occupy the same space. However, for reasons Iôll 

explain, a bar may be more likely than dots. 

 

http://www.wayeb.org/notes/wayeb_notes0034.pdf


 4 

 
Photo Sequence #1, image 1. Photo of glyph-block E4 showing the surviving vertical bar 

of the Kôin portion of the Distance Number, and the missing part to the left. The stucco 

covering has chipped off in a near-uniform lengthwise wedge.    
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Photo Sequence #1, image 2. Photo of glyph-block E4 from a different angle. 

 



 6 

 
Photo Sequence #1, image 3 (above). Photo of glyph-block E4, slightly zoomed out 

 
Photo sequence #1, image 4. Looking straight down. This final photo gives an indication 

of the space available for additional bars or dots, as well as the trough between the 

surviving bar and the missing part (indicated by the red arrow). Photos by the author. 


